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beginning to speak, after having frankly confessed
that they could not answer these questions, said to
me: ‘‘But how canst thou thyself know these
things, since we do not know them?’’ I immediately
drew out a little compass that I had in my pocket,
opened it, and, placing it in his hand, said to him,
‘““ We are now in the darkness of night, the Sun no
longer shines for us; tell me now, while you look at
what I have given you, in what part of the world it
is; show me the place where it must rise to-morrow,
where it will set, where it will be at noon; point out
the places in the Sky where it will never be.”” My
man answered with his eyes, staring at me without
saying aword. Itook thecompassandexplained [232]
to him with a few words all that I had just asked
about, adding, ‘“ Well, how is it that I can know these
things and you do not know them? I have still
other greater truths to tell you when I can talk.”
‘““Thou art intelligent,’’ they responded; ‘‘ thou wilt
soon know our language.’’ But they were mistaken.

What I write in this journal has no other order ex-
cept that of time, and hence I shall frequently be
telling cock-and-bull stories, as the saying is; that
is, I shall pass from one observation to another which
has no connection with it, time alone serving as a
link to the parts of my discourse.

As the bow and arrow seem to be weapons invented
by Nature, since all the Nations of the earth have
made use of them, so you might say there are certain
little games that children find out for themselves
without being taught. The little Savages play at
hide-and-seek as well as the little French children.
They have a number of other childish sports that
I have noticed in our Europe; among others, I have



